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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
 
‘Every new beginning comes from some 
other beginning's end.’                                        
                                                                      

(Roman philosopher, mid
 
   A warm ‘welcome back’ to the second 
term of 2010.  
   I am writing to you for the first time as 
the Principal of Holy Rosary Primary 
School and would like to extend my 
sincere appreciation to my predecessor, 
Mrs Laraine Roberts for the manner in 
which she welcomed me to the school and 
the friendliness and kindness extended to 
me by the staff, girls and their parents 
and members of the board. 
   As I begin my journey with the Holy 
Rosary family, I share this beautiful poem 
with you which epitomises my belief of the 
importance of good relations between 
school and home: 
 
    “Whose child is this?” I asked one day
    Seeing a little one out at play 
    “Mine”, said the parent with a tender smile
    “Mine to keep a little while 
    To bathe her hands and comb her hair
    To tell her what she is to wear 
    To prepare her that she may always be good
    And each day to do the things she should.”
 
    “Whose child is this?” I asked again 
     As the door opened and someone came in
    “Mine”, said the teacher with the same tender 
    “Mine, to keep just for a little while 
    To teach her how to be gentle and kind
    To train and direct her dear little mind
    To help her live by every rule 
    And get the best she can from school.”
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         55 DAYS TO GO
   
 
             
   “Whose child is this?”  I ask on
    Just as the little one entered the door
    “Ours” said the parent and the teacher as they smiled
    And each took the hand of the little girl
    “Ours to love and train together
    Ours this blessed task forever.”
 
And so, I look forward to getting to know 
all our girls and work together with the 
staff and parents ensuring 
continue to receive a g
ethical education within a supportive and 
understanding environment
 
 Isilda de Oliveira 
 
STAFF MATTERS 
 
We welcome three new members of staff to 
Holy Rosary Primary School.
   Mrs Nicole Swanepoel is on maternity 
leave until the end of 
Mrs Joyce Brown for taking over from Mrs 
Swanepoel.  She will be teaching
1S class for the rest of the year.
Brown comes to us from St Andrews 
where she taught many years in the 
Foundation Phase.  
for her assistance and wish her an 
enriching experience with us.
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   Mrs Kirsten McKenzie has joined our  
Physical Education Department and will 
be teaching Mrs Symons’ classes.  Mrs 
McKenzie was HOD:  Senior Primary at 
Jeppe Prep school and then took a break 
from teaching to have a family.  We wish 
Mrs McKenzie many happy and fulfilling 
years with us. 
Mrs Noreen Ngwenya has joined our Zulu 
Department.  Mrs Ngwenya has many 
years experience teaching Zulu in 
Zimbwabwe and we look forward to her 
valuable contribution to this department.  
We wish her a happy and successful time 
with us. 
  Mrs Julie Symons has been promoted to  
HOD:  Sports for the whole school and will 
continue to develop the sports curriculum 
at the school.  We congratulate her on her 
promotion and wish her much success. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
   To Miss Anna Sophocleous (Music 
teacher) who is getting married on 
Saturday and will return to school as Mrs 
Rech.  We wish her and her husband a 
wonderful married life. 
   To Justinah Magakwe (Service Staff) 
who gave birth to twin daughters on 
Saturday. 
   To Mrs Swanepoel on the birth of her 
daughter, Kiana, on Wednesday.   
May your two beautiful daughters bring 
you much happiness and joy. 
 
SCHOOL TERM AND SCHOOL TIMES 
 
Term 2:   
 
Opens:          Monday, 12 April  
Closes:           Wednesday: 9 June 
Closing times Gr1 – 3:  11:00 
for 9 June:     Gr 4-7:   11:30 
                      Gr 8-12:   12:00 
School holiday:    Monday, 26 April 
Freedom Day:      Tuesday, 27 April 

(Public Holiday) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
New closing times for the Foundation 
Phase 
A reminder that due to certain changes 
made to the academic curriculum of this 
phase it has been necessary to extend the 
teaching day as follows: 
Grade One:    Monday to Thursday – 13:35 
                     Friday – 13:05 
Grade Two:    Monday to Thursday – 13:35 
                      Friday – 13:05 
Grade Three:  Monday to Thursday – 
14:05 
                      Friday – 13:05 
 
We thank you for your understanding in 
this matter. 
 
Please note that as the teachers are now 
required to attend a short staff meeting at 
07h30 every morning, the classrooms will 
be locked between 07h30 and 07h40.  
During this time the Grade One children 
will be supervised on the Grade One 
playground.  The Grade Two and Three 
children need to put their bags outside 
their classrooms and make their way 
straight to the big field. 
 
RECEPTION YEAR NEWS 
 

1. The girls have settled back into the 
routine and it is lovely to see you all 
refreshed. 

2. The girls received homework for the 
first time this week. The girls were 
very excited. Please return the 
homework by the Friday of each 
week. 

3. Please can all report folders be 
returned by Monday, 19th April. 

4. We are looking forward to our 
Grandparents Day on Thursday. 
Please refer to the attached letter 
and remember your eats. 

5. You may wear summer or winter 
uniforms to school until further 
notice. Girls are to wear their 
shorts under their tracksuits as it 
can get very warm during the day. 

6. Please note the yellow letter with 
information about our social on the   
1st of May. 

 



 
 
CONDOLENCES 
Mrs Eilers whose Mother-in-law passed 
away. 
Sarah Kwan (3P) whose Granddad passed 
away. 
Jadelyn Dutton (4K) whose Great Granny 
passed away. 
The Thambiran family would like to thank 
everyone for the love and support during this 
difficult time. 

PRAYER LIST ���� 
Please pray for: 
Robyn Atherton (4G) whose 7 year old 
cousin is  very ill.  
Lauren Nicholson (5D) whose Mom is 
recovering from an appendectomy. 
 
Please remember all those in our Holy 
Rosary family who are in need or 
suffering in any way. 
 
SHANAHAN CO-WORKERS HOST 

EASTER  PARTY: 
On the 19 March, we had the privilege of 
hosting an Easter Party at the Mighty 
Jungle Party Venue in Bedfordview, for 
the children of the Edenvale Child 
Welfare. 
All the Co-workers provided snacks and 
treats for the children and we made them 

bunny ears to 
wear and we gave 
 them an Easter 
surprise pack.  
The children were 
so excited to go 
out and play on 
the equipment;  

 

 
 
they had so much fun on the jungle  
–gyms and foofi-
slide.   
The children did an 
impromptu concert 
for us by singing all 
the nursery rhymes 
they knew and a few 
other songs 
including the 
National Anthem. 
At the end of the day, we gave the children 
presents and they were very sad to have to 
leave all the jungle-gyms and the Holy 
Rosary girls.  By waving a goodbye, we 
ended a fantastic party!!! 
Thank you Mrs Fitzpatrick, Mrs Sabatier, 
Mrs Swanepoel, Mrs Hodgkinson, Mrs 
Hunt, Mrs Naidoo and the Shanahan Co-
workers for organizing such a wonderful 
Easter  party, and a special thanks to all 
the families who responded to our appeal 
for Easter eggs.  
 
Abigail Park and Christine Thurgood 
 
NEWS FROM MINI COUNCIL: 
I have the privilege of serving on the 
Special Projects Committee at Mini 
Council and we have chosen to organise a 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic for the 
underprivileged.  In order to do this we 
need to collect teddy bears and baskets.  
Should you 
have any 
‘used’ 
teddies and 
baskets  in 
good 
condition 
that we 
could use, 
please would you deliver them to Mrs 
Sabatier’s office as soon as possible.  I 
would really appreciate your generosity. 
Thank you.  
Theané Dietrich 
Mini Councillor 
 
EASTER EGGS DISTRIBUTED TO 
UNDERPRIVELEGED CHILDREN IN JHB: 
On behalf of the Johannesburg Mini and  
 



 
 
Junior Council, we would like to thank the  
Holy Rosary Girls and their families who 
supported us in the collection of Easter 
Eggs.  
A total of 277 000 Easter Eggs were 
collected and distributed to different 
charities by the councillors, 1 945 of  
which was the portion donated to Council 
by Holy Rosary.   We like to think that due 
to the generosity of all the councillors’ 
schools,  over 277 000 smiles were  
brought to the children and even adults of 
Johannesburg.  Once again a huge thank 
you Holy Rosary School!!!! 
Odirile Motsepe 
Speaker of the JHB Mini Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PARENT INTERVIEWS 
 
Just a reminder that our Parent 
Interviews will take place on the afternoon 
of the 29th April.  Booking forms for these 
meetings (Gr 1-7) will be sent out next 
week.  We urge you to take this 
opportunity to discuss your daughter’s 
report with her class teacher.  School will 
close at 1pm on this day.  Waiting classes 
will be available, should your daughter 
need to stay at school until the usual 
closing time.     
 
The Travelling Book Shop will be at the 
School on the 28th April from 10h00 – 
14h30 and on the 29th April from 12h00 – 
17h00.  Parents are invited to peruse and 
purchase books for their families and 
friends. 
 
 

 
 
MEASLES INNOCULATIONS 
 
The Health Department will be visiting our 
school next week to immunise any pupils 
who did not receive this last year.  If you 
wish to take advantage of this service 
please collect a Consent Form from the 
Office on Monday. 
 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT NOTICES 
 
Teddy Bear Choir – The Teddy Bear Choir 
is held on Mondays from 1:30 – 2:00pm. It 
is for grade 1 and 2 children who are not 
in the Junior Choir. We are looking for 
new memBEARS, so any child who is 
interested to join must please attend the 
rehearsals on Mondays at 1:30! 
Junior Choir – Junior Choir rehearsals 
will now take place on a Friday from 1:30 
– 2:10. 
Grade 3 Teddy Bear Choir Members who 
still want to sing in a choir must please 
join the Happy Singers Choir. They must 
please attend their first rehearsal at 
second break on Monday 26th April. 
Senior Choir – Senior Choir will have two 
rehearsals a week this term. Monday 2:15 
– 3:15 and Wednesday 2:15 – 3:15, on 
Monday rehearsals grade 5 and 6 Hockey 
players will be excused and on Wednesday 
rehearsals grade 4 and 7 Hockey players 
will be excused. All girls who can attend 
both rehearsals must please do so.   
Autumn Concert -  The following groups 
are performing at the Autumn Concert on 
Wednesday 21st at 7pm in the High School 
Hall: -  Happy Singers, Junior Choir, 
Reception Choir.       
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Inter House Tennis Wednesday 24th 
March 2010 On Wednesday 24th March we 
played Inter House Tennis matches in the 
Junior School. 

The results were; 
1st Lourdes 32 
2nd Fatima 28 
3rd Shanahan 19 
4th Rosary 11 
 

Odirile Motsepe and 
Theané Dietrich 



 
Rowing 

Rowing Dinner 

Our rowing season ended on a high note 
in March when our school came second to 
St Mary’s School at the South African 
Schools’ Rowing Championships.  This is 
an incredible achievement for our girls.  
The 2010 Rowing Dinner was held on 
Tuesday evening and we had a wonderful 
turnout and the vibe was great. Our new 
Head Coach, Adrien Higgins, was 
introduced to the Rowing Club, the 
trophies were presented and the new 
Captains were announced. 
Congratulations to Anita Alves who will be 
the Vice-Captain for  
the 2010/2011 season and to Kirsty Leigh 
Jones who will be the 2010/2011 Rowing 
Captain. 
Thank you to Mrs Lucas, Mrs Ingram,  
Mrs Damhuis, Mrs Symons and Mrs 
Sabatier for attending the dinner.  Thank 
you to Gaynor Jones and her wonderful 
team of moms who, once again, set up a 
beautiful Rowing Dinner. 
 
Primary School Rowing News 
We wish to congratulate our Grade 7 
oarswomen on their successful season.  
We wish them well as they continue with 
their land training during winter and we 
look forward to another enjoyable season 
commencing in August. 
 
Off-season training 

Adrien has prepared land-training 
sessions which will be handed out to the 
girls as soon as it is ready. The 
importance of off-season training cannot 
be over-emphasized for those girls who 
aspire to being selected to “A” boats next 
season. 
 
Off-season training for new rowers 

Miss Bird will be running off-season 
training to give any girls interested in 
starting rowing next season a head-start 
by teaching them the basic techniques. 
This training will run on a Sunday at VLC 
in Germiston and will start this Sunday  
 
 

 
 
18 April from 10:00 – 12:00. If your 
daughter is interested in attending please 
contact Miss Bird on 072 545 2535. A 
letter regarding this was sent out 
yesterday. 
 
DATES TO DIARISE 

Sat, 17 April:     U13 Netball 
    (St Andrews) 

  Grade 6 Parent/Daughter     
  Study Skills Course 

                          Matric dance 
Wed, 21 April:    Fatima mass 07h45 
                          (Whole school) 
    Autumn Music Concert   
                          (19h00) 
Thurs, 22 April:  Grandparents Day                            
                           (Pre-Primary – 10h30) 
Fri, 23 April:    Assembly  
                           (Gr 5V - 07h45) 
                           Soccer Day                             
Mon, 26 April:     School holiday 
Tues, 27 April:    Freedom Day 
Wed, 28 April:    Welcoming Mass  

    Miss de Oliveira  
   (Gr 6K:   07h45) 

                           Reports issued 
   Travelling Bookshop    
   (10h00 - 14h30) 

Thurs, 29 April:  Travelling bookshop    
                             (12h00 - 17h00)  
    Parents’ Afternoon  
Fri, 30 April:       Awards assembly  
                             (07h45) 
                           Speech festival 
                           (11h00 – 12h30) 
Sat, 1 May:         U11 – Open  
                           Netball tournament 
     Reception Year Social 
     Debs 24 hour swim 
Sun, 2 May:        Debs 24 hour swim 
 
PLAY IT FORWARD  
Please support our My School Card/ 
Soccer Promotion.  In order for your 
daughter’s class to be in the running for 
the weekly prizes, you need to link your 
My School Card to a unique class code.  
Codes will also be posted on our website 
www.holyrosaryschool.co.za.  We 
encourage you to invite friends and family 
to link their cards to your favourite class. 
 



 

How can parents register? 

They can register: 
•  via SMS (simply SMS the word 

PLAY, the class code and your 
MySchool card number to 
31155. Standard rates apply).  

•  On the website 
www.playitforward.co.za  

We are so pleased to see how many Parents 
have linked their My School Cards and have 
become involved in the Play it Forward 
Promotion.  Thank you for your involvement.  
Congratulations to our winning class this week, 
with the most swipes – our Strawberry 
Shortcakes – Grade 1L. 
 
Class PIF Code Class PIF Code 

Grade 1L P8928 Grade 4G P8936 
Grade 1M P8927 Grade 4K P8937 
Grade 1S P8929 Grade 4S P8938 
Grade 2B P8932 Grade 5D P8941 
Grade 2K P8931 Grade 5J P8939 
Grade 2P P8930 Grade 5V P8940 
Grade 3L P8935 Grade 6B P8942 
Grade 3P P8933 Grade 6K P8944 

Grade 3R P8934 Grade 6L P8943 
  Grade 7B P8947 
  Grade 7C P8945 
  Grade 7V P8946 
 
PARENTING MATTERS 
 
Please check the website for more 
interesting articles including: 

• Get out of their way 
• I can read that 
• Keep those ‘why’ questions coming 
• The village is changing 

 
AFTERNOON CLUBS 
 
Letters regarding the above will be sent 
out on Monday.  Registration will take 
place on Tuesday. 
 
DEBS NEWS 
 
Holy Rosary umbrellas are now in stock. 
 

 
 
 
 
A SMILE IS WORTH MORE THAN WORDS 

A little girl came home from school and said to 
her mother, "Mommy, today in school I was 
punished for something that I didn't do."  

The mother exclaimed, "But that's terrible! I'm 
going to have a talk with your teacher about 
this ... by the way, what was it that you didn't 
do?"  

The little girl replied, "My homework." 

 
Please note:  This newsletter may also 
be viewed on our website:  
www.holyrosaryschool.co.za 
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