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 “Every institution is vulnerable, no 
matter how great.  No matter how much 
you’ve achieved, no matter how far 
you’ve gone, no matter how much 
power you’ve garnered, you are 
vulnerable to decline…Anyone can fall 
and most eventually do.”  
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   Welcome back to the third term of the 
school year.  It is amazing how much has 
happened in the first six months of 2010, 
not just within Holy Rosary Primary 
school, but in our country too.  
  I hope you all enjoyed the amazing four 
weeks of international football and felt as 
proud of being South African as I did 
when standing up to sing our national 
anthem together with our national team at 
the opening ceremony and thought how 
much we had achieved since the 
announcement was made that the 2010 
world cup was to be hosted in South 
Africa.  There is no doubt as to the 
tremendous success of this world event 
despite the continuous negativity and 
criticism leveled at its organisers leading 
to Australia being on stand by.  
   There is so much one can learn, other 
than the actual game of football, when 
reflecting on this time, for example: 

·  The resilience  of players despite 
offensive  comments made and 
questionable decisions taken by 
referees; 

 

 
 

·  The dignity  with which so many 
players and coaches accepted  
defeat amidst media speculation of 
firing of players, coaches and the 
snubbing by other coaches and 
media. 

·  Perseverance  and determination  
of teams to do their best, scoring 
goals in the last seconds of extra 
time when ‘fans’ had already 
started to turn their backs on 
them; 

·  Acceptance of responsibility  and 
accountability  for decisions made 
and actions taken against 
members of their own team or that 
of opposing teams; 

·  Recognition  of good work and 
tremendous effort despite final 
outcomes; 

·   Courage  to do what is right and 
fair even if it leads to unpopularity; 

·  Openness  and friendliness  shown 
towards the many visitors to our 
country; 

·  Tremendous  sportsmanship 
amongst team players, encouraging 
each other, ensuring everyone 
played his part. 
 

   It’s values like these which 
heightened the AYOBA  feeling and 
made us all proud.  Let’s ensure that 
our girls continue to enjoy the positive 
results that values like these bring to 
everyone’s lives by being supportive, 
encouraging, fair and honest. 



 
Together let’s continue to create a 
culture of Truth, Love, Peace, Right 
Action and non-violence in our school  
and ensure our children are winners 
no matter what the outcomes! 

  ����� ! 
 
I de Oliveira 
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��� You may have already had the 
opportunity to witness our beautiful, 
revamped school foyer which Mrs Tiziana 
Benigno is delighted to work in. 
  It is the result of many hours of work 
throughout the school holidays of our 
service staff, supervised by our Facilities 
Manager, Mrs Marie Fouche.  Our sincere 
gratitude goes to all the staff for their 
superb work and especially for now 
ensuring that the Primary School has a 
sick room. 
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   On Thursday, 8 July, the Minister of 
Basic Education, Mrs Angie Motshekga, 
announced that changes were being made 
to the Outcomes Based Education system 
in an effort to improve teaching and 
learning in South African schools.  This is 
referred to as ‘Schooling 2025’ . 
  It appears that details of these changes 
will be communicated to schools mid-
November, some to be implemented in 
2011 and some in 2012. 
   As soon as the school is aware of any 
changes that might affect us we will 
communicate these to you but please be 
assured that we will continue to deliver 
the quality of education we are committed  
 

 
to and in no way will your daughter be 
adversely affected. 
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   Below is an extract from a letter written 
by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale on rumours 
of post World Cup xenophobic violence:  
 
   “Recently there have been rumours in various 
sections of our community of the possibility of 
xenophobic attacks once the World Cup is over.  
Immediately after such a successful hosting of the  
World Cup, where South Africans demonstrated to 
the world and to each other what can be achieved 
when we all work together, we call on the 
Government, employers and citizens to listen with 
renewed vigour to these voices expressing 
legitimate grievance and act  for our common good.   
   We, the Catholic Bishops of Southern Africa, join 
our voices to those of South Africans everywhere, 
asking that those tempted to violence for whatever 
reason find other means of expressing their 
grievances. We call on government and 
communities at all levels to confront the issue of 
violence in a proactive and productive manner that 
will make for peace and tolerance. Let us all use the 
goodwill shown during the World Cup to build a 
better country. 
   South Africa, as a whole, needs to find positive 
and constructive ways to raise and debate issues as 
one community.  Catholic Social Teaching 
encourages the right and responsibility of all 
sections of a community, including the poorest, to 
find a voice in the public domain in order to express 
their legitimate needs and grievances.  
Rumours and assertions must be tested. We cannot 
allow the rumours to become fact. 
   Many of the targets of previous xenophobic 
attacks have been “foreigners”, people from other 
countries now living legally in South Africa.  It is 
commonly said that these people take away the jobs 
of South Africans and that they bring criminal 
behaviour into the Country. 
  Current evidence suggests that the foreign born 
are no more likely to be involved in crime as any 
other part of the population and that they are 
generally more likely to create employment 
opportunities rather than take away employment….. 
   Catholic Social Teaching has provided criteria 
that must be met for people to move between 
countries both to improve their own opportunities 
and when they are forced by the situation in their 
own country to flee.  It is incumbent on our 
government to manage the legal flow of people in  
 



 
and out of the country…      
 It is equally proper that our government, as part of 
its international responsibilities, open our borders 
to those who are fleeing persecution and the 
breakdown of the economy of their own countries 
through no fault of their own… 
   Our Police Service has demonstrated a gratifying 
professionalism and dedication during the World 
Cup. We call on authorities such as the Police 
Service and local government to remove any vestige 
of the culture of impunity that sometimes developed 
in the past around crimes associated with 
xenophobic violence. …  
  As custodians and teachers of truth and human 
dignity, we pledge the support of the Church to 
build greater local integration, tolerance and 
participation in public life. 
   A combination of tolerance from our communities 
and resolute action on the part of government can 
help ensure that the positive experiences of so many 
visitors to South Africa in recent months can 
continue to be replicated in our local communities.  
   Our successful hosting of the World Cup has 
shown a continent and country united. We are 
proud of South Africa and call on all South Africans 
to take this positive winning attitude forward in 
2010.” 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
President of the Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference 
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Storm Theobald (Gr 5J) whose 
Grandfather passed away. 
Mercades James (Gr 3P) whose Granny 
passed away. 
Mrs Lombard whose Aunt passed away. 
Caitlin (Gr 1L) and Amy (Gr 6K) Driver 
whose Aunt passed away. 
 

Please remember all those in our Holy 
Rosary family who are in need or 
suffering in any way. 
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The banks have a new ruling with regard 
to cheques, and in particular ‘Non-
transferable’ cheques.  The payee’s name 
has to be correct or they will return the 
cheque.  All cheques must be made out to 
Holy Rosary School.  Holy Rosary Convent 
will be returned;  HRS will be returned.  
Anything other than the correct name will  

 
be returned.  PA cheques must be made 
out to Holy Rosary Parents’ Association 
and Debs cheques made out to Holy 
Rosary School Debs.   
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* We welcomed the girls back to school 
this week. They are all well rested and 
ready to finish off their School Readiness 
Programme. 
* We enjoyed a busy and exciting few 
weeks at the end of last term. 
 
Heather, the puppet lady came in on the 
27 May and put on an amazing show 
about the World Cup. The girls learnt so 
much and enjoyed her show. 

 
The boys from St Benedicts enjoyed their 
picnic with our girls on 2 June. It was a 
super day and it was lovely to see the girls 
interacting with the boys.  
 

 
We were so lucky to have Gavin Hunt at 
our school on Monday 7 June. We had a  
 



 
great time learning soccer skills and the 
girls enjoyed their morning. 
 
Please note that all forms and monies for 
the visual and auditory screenings must 
please be returned by Monday, 19 July. 
The screenings will begin during the day, 
on Wednesday next week. 
 
Winter Braai  
We will be holding our winter braai on 
Friday 23 July. Please note that this is a 
normal tuckshop day and the tuck girls 
will be providing the food. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PA Wheels Day- Saturday 24 July.  
We are looking forward to the PA Wheels 
day on Saturday, 24 July. We have chosen 
the theme of BABIES IN PRAMS. Please 
meet your teacher at the classrooms at 
8.30 am as we will be walking at 9am. The 
girls may dress up as ‘moms’ and bring 
their babies in prams to walk with. Please 
can all the girls be accompanied by a 
parent as they are too young to walk 
alone. Please see Wednesday’s letter for 
any further details or chat to your teacher. 
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Hockey results from Friday, 28 May 2010 
against Kingsmead 
Grade 7A drew 0-0 
Grade 7 B drew 0-0 
Grade 6A lost 0-3 
Grade 6 B lost 1-2 
Grade 4A lost 0-7 
Grade 4B lost 0-3 
 
On Saturday, 29 May the Grade 4A and Grade 
5A Hockey teams attended a festival at St 
Mary’s. 
 

 
Netball Results v Leeuwenhof Thursday,      
27 May 2010 
 
U9A lost 2-5 
U9B lost 2-3 
U10A lost 0-12 
U10B lost 1-3 
U11 A won 9-3 
U11B lost 2-8 
U12 A lost 2-22 
U12 B lost 1-19 
Open A lost 5-23 
Open B lost 5-8 
 
Congratulations to Mrs Lombard and her U11A 
Team. They were unbeaten during this season 
and have now reached the District Play offs on 
Saturday, 5 June at Leeuwenhof. 
 
Grade 2 and 3 Festival at St Dunstans 
On Wednesday 2nd June we were invited to 
attend a Sports Festival at St Dunstan’s. Our 
Grade 2 Netball teams and the Grade 3 Hockey 
teams had a fun morning and the girls played 
very well. 
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Reckson Madamalala (Service Staff) has a new 
baby daughter.  May she bring you and your 
family much happiness and joy. 
�
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 Matric Dance and Soccer Fever photos on 
our website: www.holyrosaryschool.co.za . 
Have a look and enjoy!  
Major Production tickets on sale this 
week. Email enquiries:  
 romeo@holyrosaryschool.co.za  
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We look forward to seeing all of you at our 
“Wheels” fundraiser on Saturday, 24 July 
from 09h00.  Please see the letter handed 
out on Wednesday, or for any further 
information contact: 
Cathryn Voogt on 082 331 1902 or 
Gordon Voogt on 083 417 5364. 
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Wed, 21 July : Whole School Mass 
07h45    

  First confessions 
 

Fri, 23 July: Assembly (Gr 3P)                     
             

Sat, 24 July :    Gr 2&3 Hockey at 
Roedean 

   PA “Wheels” Day 
 
Wed, 28 July : Grade 1 Mass & Tea 

07h45    
 
Thurs, 29 July: Gr 7 Entrepreneurs day 
 
Fri, 30 July: Gr 6(3) 
  Assembly 
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Please note that the school is experiencing  
problems with its email and asks that you  
contact the school or your daughter’s  
teacher either telephonically or in writing. 
We apologise for any inconvenience  
caused and will notify you as soon as 
the problem is rectified. 
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   The Archdiocese of Johannesburg has 
declared Sunday, 1 August, Catholic 
Schools Sunday.  This is a day to promote 
our Catholic schools and develop  
awareness of the different schools 
in the diocese. 
   On this day, we ask that your daughters  
wear their school uniform when  
attending your Sunday service 
regardless of which parish you are 
a member of. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note:   
This newsletter may also be viewed on 
our website:  
www.holyrosaryschool.co.za 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Years of  
Catholic 
Education 


